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PRINCIPLES ON PREVENTION OE

PUBLIC HEALTH

Public health decisions should be based on scientific data
- Well-documented studies should guide public health decisions

Without consistent public health measures society is at grave risk
- A thin line protects us against the spread of disease

Public health requires a firm commitment to stopping the spread of disease
- Proven public health measures must be stringently upheld

Public health is based upon seeking the cooperation of the entire community : 9 M"—LION ks
- Without the active participation and input of all communities, public health measures will fail 2. Youth STDs Yearly ?‘

Public health puts the health of the overall community above the wishes of the individual oyl freeSTDcheck.org
- Individual rights and desires must be balanced against the health needs of society S
Cultural, political and religious prejudices are a major obstacle to good public health
- Making public health policies that are at odds with science endangers the health of the entire community
Public health services are poorly administered in much of the world
- Most places rely more on treatment after the fact rather than prevention
Public health is among the most important functions of government
- Only sound government policy can protect all of society from the ravages of infectious diseases

ADVOCACY

The direct delivery of public health services is insufficient to stop disease

- Direct services by themselves won't change ineffective government policies
Advocacy for best practices in public health is essential

- Concerted action to improve policies have been highly effective in changing AIDS and other policies
Public health advocacy must be done at the community, governmental and societal level

- Effective advocacy involves members of the community as well as opinion leaders in society
Advocacy must be forceful enough to overcome all the prejudices that work against it

- Sometimes loud, aggressive voices are needed to get and keep the public's attention
Advocacy is itself a public health service

- Patient advocacy is healing and empowering
Advocacy must be culturally appropriate

- Different communities approach issues in different ways, which must be incorporated to be effective

HUMAN VALUES

All lives matter equally

- Diseases don't discriminate. Defending the most disadvantaged is vital to public health
The neediest among us require the most assistance

- Poverty, stigma and discrimination often accompany diseases and must be addressed
Telling the truth no matter how unpopular is the right thing to do

- Credibility can only be maintained when the public believes that what you are saying is true
Our job is not done until the last case is cured or treated

- While we will never wipe out all diseases, settling for half-measures will lead to the spread of infections

RESPONSIBILITY

All people should be given support and encouragement to enhance their health
- Bringing innovative health promotion activities to all communities is vital to the public health e i 2

HIV+ people have an added responsibility to protect their partners s se*r{laﬂ'?‘ rﬂls:‘ﬂf v
- People who carry the virus are responsible for not passing it to others X “

HIV- people should take the personal responsibility to stay negative
- It is important to validate the importance of staying negative without stigmatizing positive people

2 g .,'*Hu.'l* AR
AIDS 1S A CIVIL RIGHTS I1SSUE
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AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION

PORNOGRAPHY

AHF is not opposed to pornography
- We approach the issue solely from a public health vantage point
Condomless porn encourages young people to have risky sex
- While we do not wish to censor in any way, porn is a powerful cultural influence N TR SRR Al SRIERATE LGS SRS O
Condomless porn endangers the health of performers ME m GM B
- No person is disposable: No one should endanger their health at work T R R
Condomless porn enriches producers at the expense of the public health
- The profit motive does not trump health

Condomless porn is against the law
- Federal, California, Los Angeles County and City laws prohibit condomless porn

Current PrEP regimens require taking medication daily

- Future drug regimens may be administered on a monthly or quarterly basis
All PrEP studies have shown a significant problem with adherence based on daily dosing

- Poor adherence increases the possibility of infection with HIV by giving pecple false security
Sub-optimal adherence will lead to an increase in infections

- If the community norm of condom use decreases, infections will increase
PrEP is appropriate for a very limited number of people under special circumstances

- Sero-discordant couples who don't use condoms and sex workers may be good candidates for PrEP
PrEP has not been shown to be an effective community-wide public health intervention

- Research studies that show limited success at the individual level cannot predict community-wide success
PrEP does not protect against other STDs

- Epidemic levels of STDs will likely increase if widespread use of PrEP decreases condom use
PrEP without consistent HIV testing will result in viral resistance

- If a person is infected with HIV while taking Truvada they are at high risk of drug resistance
Wide-scale promotion of PrEP will likely lead to lower condom use

- If conventional wisdom says that condoms are a thing of the past, current users will stop using them

CONDOMS

The majority of gay men use condoms

- Multiple surveys have shown that the majority of gay men use condoms always or sometimes
Condoms are not readily accessible to many populations

- Condoms are expensive for the young and the poor and people are embarrassed to buy them
Condoms are not properly advertised and promoted

- Condom advertising is prohibited on prime-time TV and on billboards in most places WHY wonn@/
Condoms do not eliminate sexual pleasure

- While most people would prefer sex without them, sex can be enjoyed with them useacondom.com
Condoms are currently the most effective form of prevention of HIV and other STDs

- In 30 years, not a single case of HIV has been transmitted in Nevada brothels, which require condoms
Appropriate education about the value of condom use will result in fewer infections

- Modern marketing can be used to make condoms more appealing

Visit aidshealth.org to learn more about our
mission to end HIV/AIDS

AHF
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