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Southern Decadence Grand Marshals Make it
Official: "Decadence Takes The World"

The excitement was up to a fever pitch for the annual Southern Decadence Press
Party and Sponsorship Drive hosted at the Bourbon Pub & Parade! Your Southern
Decadence Grand Marshals XLII: Tony Leggio, Felicia Phillips, Jeffrey Palmquist and
Derek Penton-Robicheaux made it "official' announcing the 2016 theme as "Decadence
Takes The World" while unveiling the 2016 poster by Barrett DeLong-Church. This sets
the tone for the 45th Southern Decadence Celebration of LGBT+ Life, Music and Culture
Labor Day weekend in New Orleans. Now visitors and locals alike can plan their costumes
for Louisiana's largest LGBT+ parade, the 42nd annual Southern Decadence Parade on
Sunday, September 4, 2 pm sharp, at the Home of Southern Decadence: The Golden
Lantern, 1239 Royal Street.

In addition to unveiling the poster, shot pool side at SDGM Jeffrey Palmquist's
Bourbon Street home, "The Jewels of Decadence"" announced the "official" colors:
amethyst (purple), ruby (red), sapphire (blue), and pearl (white).

The "official" song is a creative mix by DJ of the Year JRB of Ariana Grande's "Break
Free", and the "official" charities are New Orleans Advocates for GLBT Elders (NOAGE)
and Animal Rescue New Orleans (ARNO).

Each grand marshal also introduced their lieutenants and entourage, with Jeffrey
Palmquist dubbing his the "Quistadors," and Felicia Phillips dubbing hers "Little Bit's
Bitches."

The grand marshals would like to thank all of the official sponsors who have joined
their efforts including Ambush Magazine, www.SouthernDecadence.com, Skyy Vodka,
Bud Light, Mike's Hard Lemonade, Gay Appreciation Awards (GAA), Crescent City Tour
Booking Agency, The Golden Lantern, Four Seasons Bar, Cafe Lafitte in Exile, New
Orleans Tourism Marketing Corp., Dawn Leggio, SDGM XXVII Errol Rizzuto, June
Pennick, and Alexis Grace.

There are several levels of sponsorship available including $5,000 Presenting,
$2,500 Platinum, $1,000 Gold, $500 Silver, $250 Bronze, and $100 Pearl.

Sponsorship forms are available at www.southerndecadence.com/2016/
NOSouthernDecadenceSponsors.pdf.

More information is available at www.SouthernDecadence.com.

Upcoming Southern Decadence Events
Events continue to be added leading up to Southern Decadence, the largest LGBT+

weekend in Louisiana ranking 5th after Mardi Gras, Jazz Fest, Essence Fest, and French
Quarter Fest in New Orleans. The event always falls on Labor Day Weekend, August 31-
September 5 this year.

Fundraisers set include:
FRIDAY, June 10th...
7pm, Southern Decadence Dinner & A Show with dinner at 7pm & show at 9pm

benefiting Southern Decadence 2016, $10 donation @ Official Home of Southern
Decadence: The Golden Lantern;

WEDNESDAY, June 15th...
6:30-9:30pm, Cocktails & Queer History: A Southern Decadence Fundraiser begins

with a Southern Decadence Grand Marshals reception at the home of SDGM XLII Jeffrey
Palmquist. After cocktails, local historian Frank Perez will conduct his internationally
famous New Orleans LGBT+ History Walking Tour. This fascinating stroll around the
French Quarter will end back at SDGM XLII Palmquist’s Bourbon Street home, where hors
d’ouvres and more cocktails will be served. Space is limited and the cost is $75.00. All
proceeds go to Southern Decadence and its official charities. Tickets may be purchased
from Jeffrey Palmquist, Frank Perez, or Perez’ business, the Crescent City Tour Booking
Agency @ 638 St. Ann;

MONDAY, July 4th...
3pm, 3rd Annual Potato Salad Contest, $10 to Taste & Judge includes Hot Dogs &

Baked Beans, winner receives trophy & 1/
2 proceeds, 1/2 proceeds benefits South-
ern Decadence 2016, (register to enter
contest @ GrandPre’s, contestants bring 5
lbs. of their potato salad by 2pm) @
GrandPre’s;

SATURDAY, July 9th...
10pm, 3rd Annual Johnny Passion’s

Snatch Game with local entertainers imper-
sonating celebrities benefiting Southern
Decadence 2016 with auctions, $60 VIP
Table’s for 4, $10 door donation @ Allways
Lounge;

THURSDAY, July 14th...
7pm, Southern Charm Meets South-

ern Decadence: Enjoy an evening of open
bar, passed hors d’oeurvres, live music,
and of course, a group of very charming
pool boys splashing about for your enter-
tainment! Wear your finest linen and bring
your swim suit (or not) and enjoy a fun filled
evening of Southern Decadence in a pri-
vate courtyard just off of Bourbon Street!!!
Only 20 tickets will be offered at $100.00
per person, first come, first served (contact
Jeff Palmquist or Coca Mesa for tickets) @
The Southern Decadence Grand Marshal
XLII Jeffrey Palmquist & Coca Mesa Resi-
dence;

WEDNESDAY, July 20th...
4pm, Southern Decadence Grill Off,

Southern Decadence Grand Marshal XLII
Jeffery Palmquist & The Page’s Bar Baron
Willie Mackie invite you to a dual of BBQ
with SDGMs Tony Leggio, Felicia Phillips &
Derek Penton-Robicheaux cheering on the
grill masters, $10 a plate to taste/judge
including fixings (voting ballot with each
plate) @ The Page

SATURDAY, July 23rd...
7pm, Ambush Magazine presents

29th Annual Gay Appreciation Awards Gala
with “Walking the Red Carpet” with South-
ern Decadence Grand Marshals XLII Tony
Leggio, Felicia Phillips, Jeffrey Palmquist &
Derek Penton-Robicheaux 7-7:45pm, fol-
lowed by the Gala 8-10pm announcing the
Winners, benefiting Southern Decadence
2016, $200 VIP Table’s for 4, $10 door
donation @ Oz New Orleans.

Visit www.SouthernDecadence.com
for more information.

Largest Pride
Celebration in Louisiana
Slated for June 11 in
Baton Rouge

The 2016 Baton Rouge Pride festival
is set for 1 p.m. until 7 p.m. Saturday, June
11, at the Baton Rouge River Center Exhi-
bition Halls, and the 10th anniversary edi-
tion of the event promises to break records
on many levels.

In addition to all new musical acts in its
entertainment lineup, Baton Rouge Pride
also will have a record number of more than
90 resource fair participants and will in-
clude a giant marriage equality celebration
as part of its annual blessing of relation-
ships.

“Each year we try to offer a family
friendly event that promises something for
almost everyone who wants to celebrate,”
said Tom Merrill, chairman of Baton Rouge
Pride Inc. “This year, our 10th anniversary
celebration should be even bigger and
better than anything we’ve offered before.”

The festival, which is the largest in-
door family friendly GLBTQ pride celebra-
tion in the South (if not the world) kicks off
with a free afternoon of fun from 1 p.m. until
7 p.m. on June 11.

The entertainment lineup includes a
number of new acts this year, as well as
favorites from year’s past. Among them are
the Austin Babtist Women, Krewe of Divas,
Captain Green, Ms. Silky Sol “The Red Afro
Queen,” Jayce Guerin and the interna-
tional hit duo Jason and deMarco.

In addition, the event will include its
traditional blessing of relationships, along
with a giant marriage equality victory cel-
ebration.

Organizers also will recognize Kayla
Mulford of Capital City Alliance as the hon-
orary grand marshal for the 10th annual BR
Pride celebration and hope to bring back
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