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The pride parade begins and ends here!
Come meet Chris Harder, Nigel March
and Jon Pitcher before the parade rolls!
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the "official” dish

by Rip & Marsha Naquin-Delain
Email: ripna@ambushmag.com

Southern Decadence Grand Marshals Make it
Official: "Decadence Takes The World"

The excitement was up to a fever pitch for the annual Southern Decadence Press
Party and Sponsorship Drive hosted at the Bourbon Pub & Parade! Your Southern
Decadence Grand Marshals XLII: Tony Leggio, Felicia Phillips, Jeffrey Palmquist and
Derek Penton-Robicheaux made it "official' announcing the 2016 theme as "Decadence
Takes The World" while unveiling the 2016 poster by Barrett DeLong-Church. This sets
the tone for the 45th Southern Decadence Celebration of LGBT+ Life, Music and Culture
Labor Day weekend in New Orleans. Now visitors and locals alike can plan their costumes
for Louisiana's largest LGBT+ parade, the 42nd annual Southern Decadence Parade on
Sunday, September 4, 2 pm sharp, at the Home of Southern Decadence: The Golden
Lantern, 1239 Royal Street.

In addition to unveiling the poster, shot pool side at SDGM Jeffrey Palmquist's
Bourbon Street home, "The Jewels of Decadence™ announced the "official" colors:
amethyst (purple), ruby (red), sapphire (blue), and pearl (white).

The "official” song is a creative mix by DJ of the Year JRB of Ariana Grande's "Break
Free", and the "official" charities are New Orleans Advocates for GLBT Elders (NOAGE)
and Animal Rescue New Orleans (ARNO).

Each grand marshal also introduced their lieutenants and entourage, with Jeffrey
Palmquist dubbing his the "Quistadors," and Felicia Phillips dubbing hers "Little Bit's
Bitches."

The grand marshals would like to thank all of the official sponsors who have joined
their efforts including Ambush Magazine, www.SouthernDecadence.com, Skyy Vodka,
Bud Light, Mike's Hard Lemonade, Gay Appreciation Awards (GAA), Crescent City Tour
Booking Agency, The Golden Lantern, Four Seasons Bar, Cafe Lafitte in Exile, New
Orleans Tourism Marketing Corp., Dawn Leggio, SDGM XXVII Errol Rizzuto, June
Pennick, and Alexis Grace.

There are several levels of sponsorship available including $5,000 Presenting,
$2,500 Platinum, $1,000 Gold, $500 Silver, $250 Bronze, and $100 Pearl.

Sponsorship forms are available at www.southerndecadence.com/2016/
NOSouthernDecadenceSponsors.pdf.

More information is available at www.SouthernDecadence.com.

Upcoming Southern Decadence Events

Events continue to be added leading up to Southern Decadence, the largest LGBT+
weekend in Louisiana ranking 5th after Mardi Gras, Jazz Fest, Essence Fest, and French
Quarter Festin New Orleans. The event always falls on Labor Day Weekend, August 31-
September 5 this year.

Fundraisers set include:

FRIDAY, June 10th...

7pm, Southern Decadence Dinner & A Show with dinner at 7pm & show at 9pm
benefiting Southern Decadence 2016, $10 donation @ Official Home of Southern
Decadence: The Golden Lantern;

WEDNESDAY, June 15th...

6:30-9:30pm, Cocktails & Queer History: A Southern Decadence Fundraiser begins
with a Southern Decadence Grand Marshals reception atthe home of SDGM XLII Jeffrey
Palmquist. After cocktails, local historian Frank Perez will conduct his internationally
famous New Orleans LGBT+ History Walking Tour. This fascinating stroll around the
French Quarter willend back at SDGM XLII Palmquist’s Bourbon Streethome, where hors
d’ouvres and more cocktails will be served. Space is limited and the cost is $75.00. All
proceeds go to Southern Decadence and its official charities. Tickets may be purchased
from Jeffrey Palmquist, Frank Perez, or Perez’ business, the Crescent City Tour Booking
Agency @ 638 St. Ann;

MONDAY, July 4th...

3pm, 3rd Annual Potato Salad Contest, $10 to Taste & Judge includes Hot Dogs &

GAA Top 5, 4th of July, Essence Festissue due out June 21
DEADLINE: Tues., June 14

Inside

45th southern decadence 6 book review 27
lez talk 10 classifieds 28-29
acommunity within communities 12 trodding the boards 30
big easy paparazzi/new orleans 12 the real cheese 32
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29th gay appreciation awards 20 ambush paparazzi/new orleans 38
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Baked Beans, winner receives trophy & 1/
2 proceeds, 1/2 proceeds benefits South-
ern Decadence 2016, (register to enter
contest @ GrandPre’s, contestants bring 5
Ibs. of their potato salad by 2pm) @
GrandPre’s;

SATURDAY, July 9th...

10pm, 3rd Annual Johnny Passion’s
Snatch Game with local entertainersimper-
sonating celebrities benefiting Southern
Decadence 2016 with auctions, $60 VIP
Table’s for 4, $10 door donation @ Allways
Lounge;

THURSDAY, July 14th...

7pm, Southern Charm Meets South-
ern Decadence: Enjoy an evening of open
bar, passed hors d'oeurvres, live music,
and of course, a group of very charming
pool boys splashing about for your enter-
tainment! Wear your finest linen and bring
your swim suit (or not) and enjoy a fun filled
evening of Southern Decadence in a pri-
vate courtyard just off of Bourbon Street!!!
Only 20 tickets will be offered at $100.00
per person, first come, first served (contact
Jeff Palmquist or Coca Mesa for tickets) @
The Southern Decadence Grand Marshal
XLII Jeffrey Palmquist & Coca Mesa Resi-
dence;

WEDNESDAY, July 20th...

4pm, Southern Decadence Grill Off,
Southern Decadence Grand Marshal XLII
Jeffery Palmquist & The Page’s Bar Baron
Willie Mackie invite you to a dual of BBQ
with SDGMs Tony Leggio, Felicia Phillips &
Derek Penton-Robicheaux cheering onthe
grill masters, $10 a plate to taste/judge
including fixings (voting ballot with each
plate) @ The Page

SATURDAY, July 23rd...

7pm, Ambush Magazine presents
29th Annual Gay Appreciation Awards Gala
with “Walking the Red Carpet” with South-
ern Decadence Grand Marshals XLII Tony
Leggio, Felicia Phillips, Jeffrey Palmquist &
Derek Penton-Robicheaux 7-7:45pm, fol-
lowed by the Gala 8-10pm announcing the
Winners, benefiting Southern Decadence
2016, $200 VIP Table’s for 4, $10 door
donation @ Oz New Orleans.

Visit www.SouthernDecadence.com
for more information.

Largest Pride
Celebration in Louisiana
Slated for June 11 in

Baton Rouge

The 2016 Baton Rouge Pride festival
is set for 1 p.m. until 7 p.m. Saturday, June
11, at the Baton Rouge River Center Exhi-
bition Halls, and the 10" anniversary edi-
tion of the event promises to break records
on many levels.

In addition to all new musical acts inits
entertainment lineup, Baton Rouge Pride
alsowillhave arecord number of more than
90 resource fair participants and will in-
clude a giant marriage equality celebration
as part of its annual blessing of relation-
ships.

“Each year we try to offer a family
friendly event that promises something for
almost everyone who wants to celebrate,”
said Tom Merrill, chairman of Baton Rouge
Pride Inc. “This year, our 10" anniversary
celebration should be even bigger and
better than anything we’ve offered before.”

The festival, which is the largest in-
door family friendly GLBTQ pride celebra-
tion in the South (if not the world) kicks off
with afree afternoon of fun from 1 p.m. until
7 p.m. on June 11.

THE OFFICIAL MAG

AMBUSH

I AACE _COTYR

Facebook.COM/AmbushMag

Gulf South Entertainment/Travel
Guide Since 1982 » Texas-Florida
Official Gay Easter Parade Guide®©
Official Gay Mardi Gras Guide®©
Official Gay New Orleans Guide©
Official Pride Guide®©
Official Southern Decadence Guide®©
AWARD WINNING:

Saints & Sinners Literary Festival Hall of
Fame/2015, Louisiana Excellence Award: Media
& Internet/2014, New Orleans Print Media Award/
2014, 25th NO/AIDS Task Force Humanitas
Award/2013, New Orleans Print Media Award/
2013, Krewe of Mwindo Media Honoree/2009,
Krewe of Petronius Carnival Spirit of Gay Mardi
Gras XLVIIl Award/2009, Forum For Equality Ac-
claim Awards X Media Recipient/2008, NO/AIDS
Task Force Prometheus “Torch of Truth” [media]
Award/2001

OFFICE/SHIPPING ADDRESS:
828-A Bourbon St., New Orleans, LA 70116-3137
USA
OFFICE HOURS: 10am-3pm
Monday-Friday [Except Holidays]
Email: ripna@ambushmag.com
PHONE: 1.504.522.8049
ANNUAL READERSHIP OVER 1 MILLION:
260,000+ in print/780,000+ On-line
CIRCULATION:
Alabama-Mobile
Florida - Pensacola
Louisiana - Baton Rouge, Lafayette, Lake
Charles, Metairie, New Orleans, Slidell
Mississippi - Bay St. Louis, Biloxi
Texas - Houston
STAFF:
PUBLISHER/EDITOR
R. Rip Naquin, New Orleans
PRODUCTION DIRECTOR
M. Marsha Delain, New Orleans
GULF SOUTH/NEW ORLEANSAD SALES
Rip Naquin « 504.522.8049
Paul Melancon
THEATRE/PERFORMING ARTS CRITIC
Brian Sands
AD REPS/JOURNALISTS/PHOTOGRAPHERS
Misti Ates, Tony Leggio, Hubert S Monkeys, Felicia
Phillips, Frank Perez, Rev. Bill Terry-New Orleans
Miss Cie, Leon Weekley-Mobile, AL
National Advertising Rep:
Rivendell Media 212.242.6863

Ambush Mag is published on alternate Tues-
days of each month by Ambush, Inc., R. Rip Naquin-
Delain, President. Advertising, Copy & Photo DEAD-
LINE is alternate Tuesdays, 4pm, prior to publication
week, accepted via  e-mail only:
marsha@ripandmarsha.com, exceptfor special holi-
days. The Publisher assumes no responsibility for
the claims of advertisers and has the right to reject
any advertising. Theinclusion of anindividual's name
or photograph in this publication implies nothing
about that individual's sexual orientation. Letters,
stories, etc., appearing herein are not necessarily
the opinion ofthe Publisher or Staff of AMBUSH Mag.
Subscription rate is $45 for 1/2 Year; $75 for 1 year.
Sample Copy is $3 First Class Mail.

©1982-2016 AMBUSH, INC.,ALLRIGHTS RE-
SERVED. NOTHING HEREIN MAY BE REPRO-
DUCED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION OF
THEPUBLISHERINCLUDINGAD LAYOUTS, MAPS
and PHOTOS. AMgrant-AMbush Advertising Grant
Donation

The entertainment lineup includes a
number of new acts this year, as well as
favorites fromyear’s past. Among them are
the Austin Babtist Women, Krewe of Divas,
Captain Green, Ms. Silky Sol“The Red Afro
Queen,” Jayce Guerin and the interna-
tional hit duo Jason and deMarco.

In addition, the event will include its
traditional blessing of relationships, along
with a giant marriage equality victory cel-
ebration.

Organizers also will recognize Kayla
Mulford of Capital City Alliance as the hon-
orary grand marshal for the 10" annual BR
Pride celebration and hope to bring back

[continued on 8]
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A playful

relationship can

make routine tasks fun.

From doing laundry to
testing for HIV,

we do it together. 17

— Ben and Andrew

WE’RE
DOING
IT

Testing for HIV

#Doinglt
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Testing is Fast, Free, and Confidential | cdc.gov/Doinglt . AIDS
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