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The Members of the Board of the William J. Fanning Foundation
wish to announce the dissolution of “Buzzy’s Boys and Girls.”
After over twenty years, we consider the task we originally set

ourselves accomplished and wish to pass the torch to other agencies, such
as those to which we have donated our remaining funds. We were founded
by Rodney Manko, Joyce Alberts, and Brian Eschette in 1992 to carry on
the work of Buzzy Fanning after his death. At that time, an HIV diagnosis
was almost always terminal, and we strove to render emergency assistance
to those afflicted, especially those at Charity Hospital and then Project
Lazarus, Belle Reve, NO/AIDS Task Force, and Children’s Hospital; we
particularly wanted to help those whose expenses were not covered by other
sources, to help those who “fell through the cracks.” We were an all-
volunteer organization that raised hundreds of thousands of dollars with
almost no overhead or expenses, and these were largely paid out of our own
pockets. Thus, virtually every dime raised went to needy clients.

The Board members have voted to distribute our remaining funds among the following agencies: Belle
Reve, In This Together, and the F.A.C.E.S. program.

With full hearts and many fond memories, we wish to thank all of our supporters, volunteers, and former
board members, living and deceased. We apologize to those we may have overlooked. Here is a partial list
of key supporters:

Joyce Alberts
Rolando Afre
Rick Baxter Family
Alice Brady
Rip & Marsha/Ambush
Big Daddy’s
Billy Alexander
Roger Chustz
Clark Sonntag
Double Play
Paul Chiriaco/Mag’s
Cafe Lafitte in Exile
Cutter’s Bar
Rusty Downing
Regina Adams
Don Dubay
El Day
New Orleans Bear and

Bear Trappers
Feelings Cafe
Friday Night Before

Mardi Gras

Pat Skelly
Sylvia Frank
Winifred Green
Michael Hickerson
Danny Jones
Joe Johnson
Jimmy Kilgour
Krewe of Amon-Ra
Krewe of Petronius
Krewe of Satyricon
Lords of Leather
Melvin Knight
Marcy Marcell
Ursuline Burgundy
Jamie and Jen Midgely
Princesse Stephaney
The Friendly Bar
Frankie Fierce/Oz
Joanne & Lisa/Kajun's Pub
Pat Faucheux
The Phoenix

Tony Fontenot
Alan Lombard
Dave Monroe
John Otterson
Chet Robin
Richard Thomson
TJX Foundation
Dottie Martino
Jim West
Paul Poche
Richard Traube
Krewe of Armeinius
Dave Monroe
Kyle Roberts
Four Seasons/Gary & Tip
Chuck & Bill
Debbie Rulh
Mike Edwards
Stephany Prunty
Wilhemina
Eddie Lovell/Walmart
Ken Grandpre

With warmest thanks from the Board,

Rodney Manko, Chair
Steve Tregres, Treasurer
Barbara Gaffney, Secretary
Martha Curtin, ex-Treasurer
Wayde Brantley

Sam Burgess
Michael Desjardins
Inge Fink
Todd Scurto
J. Kelley Terry
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by Frank Perez
E-mail: f.perez@sbcglobal.net
Photo by: Larry Graham, GrahamStudioOne.COM

moments in gay new orleans history

“Book Review: Man of a Million Fragments The
True Story of Clay Shaw”

Trade Mart, and Jim Garrison’s perse-
cution of him.  Those interested in
Shaw the man will enjoy the first part of
the book.  JFK assassination buffs will
enjoy the last part of the book.  Most
readers, I suspect, will skim through or
skip the middle of the book.

Man of a Million Fragments The
True Story of Clay Shaw.  Donald H.
Carpenter.  Self-published.  2014. 669
pages.

Clay Shaw was one of the most
fascinating and influential gay men in
Twentieth Century New Orleans.  Al-
though he is remembered mostly now
as having been the only man ever
charged and brought to trial in the John
F. Kennedy assassination, Shaw was
also a successful businessman, a deco-
rated war hero, an accomplished play-
wright and actor, and a French Quarter
preservationist.    Clay Shaw has long
deserved a full length biography.  Fi-
nally, Donald H. Carpenter has given us
one.

The first thing one notices about
the book is its length—669 pages.  The
author has done an amazing job of
researching Shaw’s life (there are 2,966
endnotes).  While Shaw has been writ-
ten about before, most of those treat-
ments are found in the formidable body
of conspiracy theory literature surround-
ing the Kennedy assassination.  Unlike
most JFK conspiracy theorists, Car-
penter has adopted a solidly academic
approach to his subject and has appar-
ently exhausted every primary source
document concerning Shaw’s life.

Unfortunately, exhaustive research
does not necessarily translate into ac-
cessible writing.  As is, the book is
burdened with entirely too much detail,
including a tedious 236 pages detailing
the day to day operations of the World
Trade Mart (yawn), which Shaw man-
aged.  This is unfortunate because
many readers may give up on the book
in the middle of that morass.  The book
would have benefitted from a profes-
sional editor, who doubtlessly would
have suggested the book be cut by a
third and perhaps even half.

Nevertheless, the first section of
the book which deals with Shaw’s early
life is fascinating and offers important
insights into Shaw’s success as a play-
wright and his work with Le Petite
Theatre, as well as his time in New
York.  The book also offers a glimpse
into an often neglected aspect of Shaw’s
life—his intriguing military career.  JFK
assassination buffs will devour the last
part of the book which constitutes an
incredibly detailed account of Jim
Garrison’s investigation and prosecu-
tion of Shaw.  Future researchers will
find a goldmine of information in this
book; however, they will also be mad-
deningly frustrated to discover the book
contains no index.  (The horror!)

Stylistically, the book is dry and
consists of a long summary of chrono-
logical facts concerning Shaw’s life,
career, and notoriety.  And while there
is a wealth of good information in-
cluded, a compelling narrative of Shaw’s
life never quite emerges.  The man
himself is smothered by an overabun-
dance of minutiae.   This is perhaps the
book’s primary flaw—the reader never
really gets beyond the surface of the
man.  Sure, there are interesting and
juicy anecdotes about Shaw, but they
merely illustrate what is already known
about Shaw—that he was graceful and
intelligent, that he was charming and
successful, that he was gay and into
sadomasochism.

Larger questions, questions that
cut to the core of who Shaw really was
and what motivated him, are not dealt
with.  For example, Shaw was very
chummy with long-time mayor Chep
Morrison yet the book never addresses
Shaw’s attitude toward Morrison’s well-
known homophobia.  How did Shaw
handle that?  Did Shaw ever try to use
his influence with the Mayor to curb the
city’s aggressive persecution of gay
folk?  Why or why not?

The same can be said about Jim
Garrison.  The author does make a few
passing references to Garrison’s clos-
eted homosexuality and briefly dis-
cusses the allegations that Garrison
molested a boy at the New Orleans
Athletic Club but these issues are never
fully analyzed or evaluated.

For those interested in gay history,
the book does yield some interesting
insights into Shaw’s private sexual life
and a few of his lovers.  It also details
Gene Davis’ role in the Garrison inves-
tigation.  Davis, a dubious figure who
owned the notorious Wanda’s, would
later figure prominently in the story of
the Up Stairs Lounge fire.  There is also
a passing reference to a Turkish Bath
House on Canal Street that was appar-
ently frequented by gay men.  Readers
should be aware that in several places,
the author seems to conflate Lafitte’s
Blacksmith Shop with Café Lafitte (and
later Café Lafitte in Exile).  The building
that now houses the Blacksmith Shop
was originally Café Lafitte (opened in
1933) until that bar moved to the next
corner in 1953 and became Café Lafitte
in Exile.  Lafitte’s Blacksmith Shop did
not open until 1958 (No, it’s not the
oldest bar in America).

The best way to approach this
book is to think of it as three books:
Shaw’s early life, his work with the

Donald H. Carpenter is from Baton
Rouge and graduated from Kennesaw
State University in Georgia.  He worked
for 25 years as a certified public ac-
countant (CPA) in Atlanta and Nashville
and has written a number of novels.

So, Lynette writes:
My Daughter received notice yes-

terday that her whole department was
being laid off effective 08/28/14. She
was so depressed and neurotic that
she comprehended nothing I was tell-
ing her. She tried to commit suicide by
taking a bottle of Tylenols. After making
her throw up and eating carbs to ab-
sorb the poisoning, she came around.
She spoke with her therapist and went
to sleep. She’s having a hard time
paying her rent; I borrowed money
from my 401k to get school supplies
and uniforms, food for 2 houses. Johnny,
my grandson, may have to go to public
school, it would be cheaper if she
moved back in w/me, but I don’t like my
daughter. I love her dearly would kill for
her but I don’t like her ways, and we
always butt heads. I just don’t know
any more. When things are looking up
something always come to destroy the
atmosphere. The older I get the harder
it’s getting. Is there really a God, if so
why so many complication. It appears
people who don’t give a damn have
such an easy life. Maybe it is  just me
and my family.

MY RESPONSE:
Yes, there is a God. Yes, it ap-

pears that people who don’t give a
damn have such an easy life. Appears
is the secret word, believe me. If you
travel to Mandeville, LA,  for instance,
you see some of the nicest homes.
Most of the people are well dressed,
often designer wear; they eat out a lot
in good restaurants. Virtually all of their
children are college bound. Mothers
that are not professionals working in
offices tend to be in the gym working
out, playing golf with a group of friends,
or doing service work in the community.

The men folk drive nice cars; many of
these households have three cars: one
for Dad, one for Mom, and one for the
eldest child. Basically it is a charmed
life. Now pull back the veneer. Dad is
having an affair and drinks too much,
Mom is neurotic with feelings of pro-
found depression and thoughts of sui-
cide, the kids started doing drugs in
Junior high and for fun steal stuff from
local stores for the rush. St. Tammany
has one of the highest Teen suicide
rates in Louisiana. Appearances are
what people want to show you not what
really is. Take you for example. You are
quiet and a bit shy in some ways. So
people in the church see you and often
Kathy and think everything is fine. Good
church women who knows maybe part-
ners. It does not go much further than
that. Appearances...yea...they show
only what we want people to see.

And yes there is a living God. You
and I both know the answer is yes but
sometimes circumstances make us
wonder. Why because it appears that
God is not fixing “it” for us. That free will
thing is a bitch. The prime relationship
between God and God’s people is
based almost solely on free will. That
tosses us all right into the muck and
mire of everyday living. Those that
oppose our personal choices or needs
do so with their free will; Lil as an
example got fired from a job once
because she was late to work. After
talking for a while she said she really
didn’t like the job so she didn’t care
about it. I am sure that showed through
in her work habits and her demeanor.
Free Will her choices not God’s punish-
ment brought her to being fired. The
challenge is the offer and the hope of

[continued on 34]

a community within communities

by The Rev. Bill Terry, Rector St. Anna’s Episcopal Church,
       New Orleans

Email: fr.bill@stannanola.org

“Yes Lynette there is a God”
The following is a recent email from a parishioner who agreed to allow me

to share her thoughts in a book I intend to write. But her dilemma, her challenges,
her feelings are something that many share at any given time in their life. When
bad things happen to good people what is going on? Instead of reading this and
recalling the specifics recall her feelings and thoughts. To set the stage the person
who wrote this is a Black woman from an extended family. She works very hard,
attends church regularly, and is a surrogate mother for grandchildren. Her income
is OK but not great. Mentioned below is “Johnny” who is early teens, shy, and
very very gifted in his musical talents. In my response you will hear about “Lil” who
is a drop dead knockout gorgeous young woman who has just hit 20 years old
and has had struggle after struggle to get her life in order. She speaks with almost
a whisper and wants so badly to be independent yet she is naive and fragile in
so many ways. The parishioner we shall call Lynette.
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