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off with her Southwest one.  But she
also has ones she makes with A1,
ginger and even garlic.  She has cre-
ated a series of champagne libations
making Mag's a popular brunch stop.
Her playfulness is a well-balanced mix-
ture of naughtiness and professional-
ism.  She knows locals, addresses
them by name and remembers their
cocktails.  Beyond just her talent at
making drinks, Princesse is efficient
and can service a bar quickly and man-
age to throw in a few laughs to boot.

She is the best way to start your
day drinking off right.  You can find her
at Mag's 940 (940 Elysian Fields) work-
ing the day shift Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays.  Definitely stop by and
add a little royal drinking into your life.

Party Down
My two weeks leading up to Thanks-

giving was quite busy with theatre,
parties, art and an epic night out in the

city’s capital.  I love this time of the year
from Southern Decadence on, I am in
holiday season mode.

This week it was all about theatre
in the city with me catching three amaz-
ing productions.  On Friday, I saw the
Tennessee Williams Company’s pro-
duction of Dangerous Birds If Agitated
at Phillips Bar Uptown.  The play was in
their courtyard and we could not have
asked for more ideal weather.  The
show was three short plays of some of
Tennessee’s works I had never seen
before.  I did like the second and third
plays more than the first, but it was a
great production with some hot guys
who were in very little clothes.  Sexy!

On Saturday, I went to the Krewe
of Armienius’ showing of Varla Jean
Merman’s A Little White Music at Café
Istanbul.  The show was irreverently
funny and Varla brought the house down
with her stage antics.  She is a talented
writer and performer who always deliv-
ers.  It was also great to see our own

Bianca del Rio who was in the audience
directly after her performance at the
Mahalia Jackson Theatre the previous
night.  After the show, a few of us went
out for drinks at Kajun’s Pub which has
turned into the college hipster hot spot.
If you are a karaoke fan, this is the
place to be.  There was a great vibe and
the people watching was incredible.

I ended the week with another play
on Sunday.  Southern Rep produced an
absolutely stunning production of Airline
Highway.  I was mesmerized by this
show from beginning to end.  From the
acting to the knock-out set, this show
was a winner.  We are so lucky to live
in a city with thriving and talented com-
munity theatres.

My second week of events started
late with the Lords of Leather’s annual
Evening of Art & Spirits at the Maison
Macarty located in the Bywater at 3820
Burgundy Street. The night was perfect
for a courtyard party poolside with
great food, cocktails, silent auction and
art for sale.  I love this event because
they always have an exceptional silent
auction there. With the way I am buying
holiday gifts, I will be done shopping
way in advance of Christmas.

I started the weekend off by going
to the open house of the Valiant Theater
in Arabi, located at 6621 St. Claude
Avenue.  This entire area is becoming a
new arts district with galleries and now
this theatre.  The Valiant is a great
venue space for events, shows and
theatrical productions.  They have a
theatre capacity of 120 and a spacious
lounge attached to it with a piano for pre
and post cocktails.  We took a tour of
the place and toasted with a few glasses
of champagne before heading out to
dinner at one of my favorite local places
Jack Dempsey’s.

Saturday was my epic night in Ba-
ton Rouge.  I had won a one night stay
along with a dinner at a silent auction
and I had to use it before December 1,
so I grabbed my friend Beaux and we
went on a road trip.  By the way, Red
Stick has so much to do.  On the drive
up, we stopped at Z Gallerie (one of my
favorite stores) and did a little shop-
ping.  I wish we would get one in New
Orleans, but it gives me a good excuse
to get out of town.  The store is located
on Perkins Rowe in a cute little shop-
ping area.  I got some great deals and
even some early holiday gifts.

Next we checked into the Hilton
Baton Rouge Capitol Center Down-
town Hotel. We had a spectacular view
of the river from our room.  We watched
the sunset then went downstairs for a
cocktail in their lobby Kingfish Lounge.
There was a Marine Ball in the hotel for
Veterans Day so there was so much
eye candy, it was hard not to get whip-
lash.  We then walked across the street
to this trendy Asian sushi bar/lounge
called Tsunami located on the sixth floor
rooftop of the Shaw Center for the Arts.
We had a few glasses of champagne
marveling at the wonderful view of the
river and city from the venue.  The place
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was packed with a very young and hip
crowd.  Great for people watching.  We
then went to dinner at Flemings
Steakhouse.  Founded in 1998 by res-
taurateurs Paul Fleming and Bill Allen,
the first Fleming’s opened in Newport
Beach, California. The vision was to
create a unique steakhouse experi-
ence with an emphasis on generous
hospitality, an inviting atmosphere and
the very finest aged USDA Prime beef.
In addition to inspired service and ex-
pertly prepared Prime Steak, the
founders focused on an exceptional
selection of wines for Guests to ex-
plore. The Fleming’s 100® — our
award-winning collection of 100 wines
by the glass — was born.  Fleming’s is
part of Bloomin’ Brands, one of the
world’s largest casual dining compa-
nies, which also owns and operates
Outback Steakhouse, Carrabba’s Ital-
ian Grill, Bonefish Grill and Roy’s Res-
taurant.  The dining experience was
wonderful and the steaks were deli-
cious.  I highly recommend this restau-
rant if you are a meat eater, also their
maple glazed slab-cut bacon is to die
for.

After dinner, we went to play with the
boys at George’s Place (one of three gay
bars in Baton Rouge, Hound Dogs and
Splash are the other ones).  George’s is a
neighborhood bar that gets a great crowd
of all age ranges.  The bartenders are
friendly and fast and this night the Krewe of
Divas did their show which was fun and
lively.  We even ran into some friends of
ours there.  After the show and the bar
closing (2am), we strolled to the Belle of
Baton Rouge Casino where I donated more
to the city’s economy.  We ended the night
walking back to the hotel along the levee.
It was a cool, beautiful night filled with stars
and a great way to wind down after the busy
evening’s events.

We came back from Baton Rouge on
Sunday.  After having a hearty breakfast at
their restaurant The Kingfish Grill (which
had made to order waffles and omelets), we
stopped briefly at the Tanger Outlets in
Gonzales for some more retail therapy on
the way back to NOLA.  Once I got home,
I was inspired to yes put up all my Christmas
decorations, yes I am that guy.  So Christ-
mas I am ready, bring it on!

I did want to end with a quick note of
thanks.  I feel that with all the craziness in
the world and the drama with the election,
we all need something to be thankful for in
our lives.  This year has been quite the
whirlwind for me and I thought I would slow
down and say what I am thankful for.  First
and foremost my family, friends and co-
workers, who have stood by my side and
helped me get through a very hectic year
adding laughter, joy and stability to my life.
For those who know me, I can be quite a
handful at times, but these wonderfully
loving people keep me focused and
grounded, putting my ego in check along
the way.  I also want to thank the gay
community for helping me and my co-grand
marshals have one of the best times during
Southern Decadence.  It was an immense
honor that I am eternally grateful for.  But
most of all I want to thank all those people
who read Ambush and my column.  I hope
you enjoy reading it as much as I enjoy
writing it.  Have a peaceful and loving
Thanksgiving.

spotlight features
Monica Synclaire-Kennedy Will Lead 68th Gay
Mardi Gras as King Cake Queen XXIII celebrating
"PRIDELICIOUS: Rainbows, Stars & Stilettos"

The Co-Captains of the Krewe of Queenateenas are proud to announce the
selection of the 23rd King Cake Queen of Gay Mardi Gras, Monica Synclaire-
Kennedy. "PRIDELICIOUS: Rainbows, Stars & Stilettos" will set the tone for
Carnival season, and Monica will reign as "The Pride Queen" of 2017.

The new queen will lead the 2017 Krewe of Queenateenas’ festivities with her
formal coronation on Saturday, January 21 which is by invitation only. The 68th
Gay Carnival Season culminates with the 30th Official Gay Mardi Gras Bead Toss
on Fat Tuesday, February 28, 2017 at 2:30pm from World famous Ambush
Mansion balcony, 828 Bourbon Street.

The King Cake Queen is chosen
from those revelers participating in the
previous year’s Carnival bead toss by
KOQ Co-Captains. The individual ex-
hibiting the most enthusiasm and ex-
pertise in bead toss techniques is cho-
sen to reign as KCQ.

Monica Synclaire-Kennedy, age 42,
born under the astrological sign of Li-
bra, is a native of New Orleans, LA. Her
alter ego works as a Relief Manager at
Pigeonhole Mini Storage, and is Self-
Employed as CEO/Designer of Unlim-
ited Unique Creations by TDK.

Monica has been in the art form of
female impersonation for 12 years,
now performing weekly as Show
Directress of Divas “R” Us at The Golden
Lantern (Official Home of Southern
Decadence). She uses the illusion not
only for entertainment, but also as a

platform to advocate and raise awareness within the LBGT+ community.
Through the years, Monica has held the titles of Miss NOLA Pride 2011,

recipient of Fly Fashion Glamour Award 2011 in honor of the fabulous “MISS
FLY”, Miss Gay New Orleans America 2013, Miss Golden Lantern 2013, and
most recently selected as Easter Grand Marshal XVII.

Miss Synclaire-Kennedy would like to thank the Co-Captains of the Krewe
of Queenateenas, Rip and Marsha Naquin-Delain, "for this great honor and
opportunity to reign as queen over Gay Mardi Gras. I have been bestowed this
honor and privilege of joining the Sisterhood of the Krewe of Queenateenas. I am
excited, grateful, and humbled for this incredible journey."
(www.GayMardiGras.com/kcq)
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