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QUEEN FASHIONS, QueenFashions.COM
RAB DAB CLOTHING AND GIFTS,  918

Royal St., 525.6662
SERENDIPITOUS MASKS, 831 Decatur

St., 522.9158

spas
New Orleans, LA  [504]

B.BETTER DAY SPA & SALON, 5601
Tchoupitoulas St., 895.2760, bbetter.org

CLUB NEW ORLEANS, 515 Toulouse,
581.2402, www.the-clubs.com

FLEX NEW ORLEANS, 700 Baronne St.,
598.FLEX [3539]

SPA ATLANTIS PROFESSIONAL SPA &
SALON, 740 Gravier St., 566.8088,
SpaAtlantis.NET

tours
New Orleans, LA  [504]

SOUTHERN COMFORT TOURS,
400.9270, southerncomforttours@yahoo.com

STEAMBOAT NATCHEZ, Toulouse Street
Dock, 568.1401, SteamboatNatchez.COM

theatres
New Orleans, LA  [504]

LE PETIT THEATRE DU VIEUX CARRE,
616 St. Peter, 522.2081

MAHALIA JACKSON THEATRE OF PER-
FORMING ARTS, 801 N. Rampart, Armstrong
Park, mahaliajacksontheater.com, 525.1052

SOUTHERN REP THEATRE, Canal Place,
365 Canal St., 3rd Floor, 522.6545,
SouthernRep.COM

websites
CRESCENT CITY, CrescentCity.COM
GAY AMERICA, GayAmerica.COM
GAY AUSTIN, GayAustin.NET
GAY BARS, GayBars.COM
GAY PENSACOLA, GayPensacola.COM

OFFICIAL GAY EASTER PARADE, 828-A
Bourbon St., 70116-3137,  504.522.8049,
GayEasterParade.COM

OFFICIAL GAY MARDI GRAS, 828-A Bour-
bon St., 70116-3137, 504.522.8049,
GayMardiGras.COM

OFFICIAL GAY NEW ORLEANS, 828-A
Bourbon St., 70116-3137, 504.522.8049,
GayNewOrleans.COM

OFFICIAL SOUTHERN DECADENCE, 828-
A Bourbon St., 70116-3137, 504.522.8049,
SouthernDecadence.COM
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Dominique rocks out

The Olympus Misfits

Lucinda shows them how it’s done

Lesbians... I don’t get them!!!

Miss Gay Louisiana America Bambi
Bextor looking awesome

Sable Monay

Awww, ain't they cute

Joey & Kellie

Marsheya sitting down on the job

Do I know you???

paparazzi
alexandria

tered, it could just as easily describe our
current wars in Iraq or Afghanistan.

Sung, chanted and spoken, After the
War had a certain poetic lyricism to it but
I wish it had had more substance; it was
at its best when its narrative was most
specific, filling in its protagonists’ past
lives. As it was, it lacked the authentic
texture of children—or were they teenag-
ers? These are two very different crea-
tures and, based on the words and ac-
tions on display, the lines seemed some-
what blurred.

Nicely staged on a sandbox-like set
and acted (by Cramer, Riotte & Russo),
After the War benefitted from the oppor-
tune timing of a train passing by, adding a
post-industrial soundscape to the perfor-
mance I attended. Poznak’s simple but
effective lighting well-marked different lo-
cales, often suffusing the set with a red
glow—was it of blood? of warmth? of hell?

Though, towards the end, War lost
some of its focus, despite such shortcom-
ings, it was a worthy, provocative effort by

trodding the boards ...from 26

[continued on 36]



32 • 32 • 32 • 32 • 32 • The Official Mag: AmbushMag.COM • December 8-21, 2009 • Official Gay Mardi Gras Guide • GayMardiGras.COM• December 8-21, 2009 • Official Gay Mardi Gras Guide • GayMardiGras.COM• December 8-21, 2009 • Official Gay Mardi Gras Guide • GayMardiGras.COM• December 8-21, 2009 • Official Gay Mardi Gras Guide • GayMardiGras.COM• December 8-21, 2009 • Official Gay Mardi Gras Guide • GayMardiGras.COM

Th
at

’s
 ‘

bo
ut

 I
t 

~
 L

af
ay

et
te

, 
Lo

ui
si

an
a 

~
 P

ho
to

 b
y 

C
hr

is
 P

er
ki

ns

Miss Delanie Valentine looking lovely
as always @ Sound Factory

Jason & her Crew, least she thinks
so @ Sound Factory

Mark & Garry checking out the crowd
for the next one @ Sound Factory

Adam saying, “Hey gal’s and that’s
‘bout it” @ Sound Factory

Beyoncea’ Black being just divalicious
@ Sound Factory

Laurel working it out for the birthday
girl @ Sound Factory

And now for the crowd around her @
Sound Factory

TJ & his Ladies @ Sound Factory

Chris serving up some of the best
drinks downtown @ Sound Factory

Cartier & Robert (Stephanie Stevens)
@ Sound Factory

These two at it again for the best
Ambush pic @ Jules Downtown

Hunter & his hot little man
@ Jules Downtown

Kacie & his hot daddy
@ Jules Downtown

And these two were just adorable
@ Jules Downtown

Jeremy & Tyler workin’ it out
@ Jules Downtown

Sam & Jay, and finally a shot worth
publishing...lol @ Jules Downtown

Jeff & Kenderick looking just lovely as
always @ Jules Downtown

Now that’s some true divas for you all
@ Jules Downtown

Justin, you can’t take my camera next
time @ Jules Downtown, lol

Ms. Beverly...LOVE LOVE!!!
@ Jules Downtown

paparazzi
acadiana
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by Chris Perkins, Lafayette, Louisiana
Email: keebler_6984@yahoo.com

allons acadiana

hot tails of red stick

by Brad Benedict
Email: bradhottails@hotmail.com

So December's finally here and
now with only two and a half
weeks, are we ready for the

day where it will not be about you, it will be
or it should be about everyone else, and
putting that smile on the faces of the ones
that need it!  Can the human population as
we know it survive a day of selflessness,
scary thought isn’t it?  Is it really that hard
for us to give up one day out the entire year
and dedicate it to someone that actually
deserves and needs us?  If it is, then we
have some serious problems that need to

be addressed as soon as possible so we
can get back to the life we want to live and
be content!

Now just to shed a little light on the
whole Mardi Gras scene, I am researching
the two krewes we have in Lafayette, Apollo
and R.O.U. I will start with Apollo in this
article and will try and get R.O.U. in one of
the next articles so that way all have some
insight to “our” Mardi Gras krewes.

The Mystic Krewe of Apollo was
founded in New Orleans in 1969 to foster
brotherhood, unity and equality within the

gay community.  The main function of the
krewe was to stage an annual bal masque
during Mardi Gras season. In 1976, Apollo
became a unique organization with the
introduction of a sister krewe, the Mystic
Krewe of Apollo de Lafayette.  The first bal
masque for the Krewe of Apollo de Lafayette
was held Mardi Gras 1977 at the Thomas
Park Gymnasium.  A packed house of 600
guests were entertained with the krewe’s
production of Shady Ladies and the coro-
nation of King and Queen Apollo I.

Today’s bal masque is held in the
Heymann Convention Center to an ex-
cited audience of 1,200 plus guest.  Each
member invites his selected friends and
relatives to be his honored guests and sit
at his tables to enjoy the Mardi Gras pro-
duction.  Each year, the captain selects an
appropriate theme for the bal masque,
and members create original costumes
to reflect the theme.  These exquisite court
costumes tower in height to fifteen feet tall,

constructed of ostrich plumes, sequins,
rhinestone and any array of building ma-
terials. Through its thirty-four years of ex-
istence, the Krewe of Apollo has grown in
membership and activities.  At this date,
the krewe has a membership of forty-
seven men.  The krewe holds monthly
meetings and yearly events and partici-
pates in several community charitable
activities.  Apollo’s history has established
its reputation of splendor, creativeness
and gaiety in Lafayette.  Sound Factory and
Jules are also great places to hang out as
this krewe does frequent both places es-
pecially for their after parties for the events
they host, some are hosted at the bar’s
themselves, so check them out.

So this was just a brief history of
Apollo, and there is so much more to them
and their history which is easy to find,
online, or just asking one of the members,
they will surely be much help just as they
were for me to be able to give this informa-
tion to all of you.

Until next time, grow in knowledge of
what is around you, don’t be ignorant to the
obvious, and remember this is the time of
year to be giving so by definition, give a gift
of love to someone. Make the world a
better place. It has to start somewhere,
why not  with you!!!!!

'Tis The Season

It hardly seems possible that it is
already December. This entire year
has just gone by so quickly and

with so many activities going on, it has
made that time pass even faster – or so it
would seem.

Ball season was exciting as usual
with the many krewes putting on fabulous
shows for everyone. And Mardi Gras, Eas-
ter, Southern Decadence, and Halloween
all came and went in the same way. I think
when you are younger, time goes by at a
slower pace, or at least it seemed that way
– back when I was hittin’ the bars and
being involved in so many club activities.

Now that Thanksgiving has passed,
Christmas is upon us, and before you
know it ’09 will fade away as a new year
comes into view. Life has a lot to offer, and
it is best when shared with friends and
loved ones. It is for this reason that I like to
count my blessings.

Counting Blessings

Blessings can be both perma-
nent and fleeting, here today
and gone tomorrow. It is those

steadfast friendships that mean so much,
and the trust that comes with these con-
nections is what makes everything in life
worthwhile. Parents, children, siblings,
and close relatives are important, but
those really true friendships just can’t be
overlooked. They provide joy through car-
ing and sharing, and I’ve so many to be
thankful for – and so do you. Think about
it.

I can’t even recall where some of my
“connections” got their start, but when you
are out and about, it can happen quickly
and before you realize it. With someone
like Richard, it was a growing process. I’m
not sure we liked each other at first. I was
young and not the wisest when it came to
nurturing a friendship, and Richard was
somewhat of an upstart, out and about
and upfront, all qualities that I learned to
love. I believe he would agree with me. We
have both known disappointments, had

disagreements, but what was left over
was a kind of love and respect that only
good friends can claim as their own. With
me and Richard, I’d have to say that a lot
of water has gone under that bridge, and
a lot more is yet to come, but in all these
years, I find a respect there that is not
found in many friendships.

I think the same could be said of
another wonderful human being who just
happened into my life, and it certainly
wasn’t expected. I hadn’t even met him
until I took pictures at a Lords of Leather
contest. I was a member at the time. He
wasn’t, but I think I recall him coming to our
membership drive at the Phoenix. As you
can see, I must not have been impressed
at first, but the time would come when I fell
into a deep respect and love of this guy. I
sponsored Mark for Mr. Louisiana Leather,
and he won the title for 2003. That was a
year I hadn’t expected, but it was a wonder-
ful year, and one I will never forget. It
continues to this day, and even though we
aren’t together that often, there is a re-
spect there that will never go away. We are
tied at the hip, so to speak.

I came to respect his other half too.
John is perhaps one of the most honest
and outgoing guys I’ve ever met. I think he
is the one that Mark had searched for and
had found hard to find. Then he walked
into Lafitte’s, and there he was. It was
instant and gratifying, and it still is one of
the strongest ties I know in all of gaydom.
I personally think John is one of the sexiest
men I’ve ever met, and, believe me, I’ve
met quite a few. He is just a down to earth
and generous human being that you can’t
help but love. Everyone needs a John in
their life, but you just don’t find them that
often. I’m very fortunate to have him as a
friend – and he gives such great hugs and
kisses. My goodness!

When you grow old together, you also
have a different kind of respect. Just be-
cause you have a best friend is no sign that
you have to bed him. Sex isn’t the factor in
lots of friendships. There is a sincere
connection and love here, but it is not in the
form of a sexual nature. It is one of simple

caring and wishing for the best, a great
way to form and keep a bond between you.
Sam fits into this category for me, as does
the feeling for several other guys. We
travel together, dine together, go to plays
and movies together, and even hit some of
the bars together, but he goes home and
I go home – and we are never together for
any period of time unless we are out of
town and staying at a hotel. This is the
measure of a true friendship.

Probably Colla touched me on more
of the friendship categories than anyone.
I still think so highly of this beautiful guy,
and I miss seeing him. We keep in touch
but only meet up at parties or when he is
occasionally in town. The good times were
many, and the camaraderie was probably
as sincere and meaningful as two people
can acquire without moving in together.
Maybe that’s the way it should be. All I can
say is that he is just one of the most
spectacular friends anyone can have, and
I treasure all my past memories of the
good times. I can only hope for many more
to come.

Brian and I go back a long way to New
Orleans of several years ago. Our bond-
ing was started on an afternoon upstairs
at Lafitte’s. Steve was the bartender. I had
seen Brian before and knew where he
worked, but I believe this was one of the
first days we sat together and talked. It all
turned out to be a rewarding afternoon.
There was only one other guy at the bar
sitting across from us, and he turned out
to be the stunt guy for Lee Majors in that
television series after The Big Valley –
and not the Six Million Dollar Man. I can’t
even recall the name, but it was an inter-
esting conversation, and it got even more
interesting when this guy came in and
asked Steve if he had left his G-string there
the night before. He needed it for work that
night at the Corner Pocket. I have to say
that there were four shocked individuals
there at the time. I never did learn if he
located this brief piece of clothing or not,
but it did make for a nice play that I wrote
shortly after this incident occurred.

Another friend I don’t see that often is
Mina, who I have written up often in this
column format. She is just one of those
rare human beings – full of life and pride
and love. I also met her through the Lords
of Leather. In fact, I can look back and see
so many of my friendships tied to this
organization. Whether it is by phone or e-
mail, we stay in touch, but I’m ready for a

big squeeze. Maybe that will happen soon.
Kevin is another one of my friends

who I find to be just perfect in all respects.
He is a great travel and dining companion,
and he puts up with me. That is all I’ll say
about that. I have my ways, and he has his,
and the two of us know how to agree and
disagree. What comes forth is a kind of
friendship you don’t find that often. Kevin
is a laid-back guy, who seems to not let too
much bother him. If it does bother him, he
has a way of covering it up so as not to be
up front and in your face – like some
people I’ve known. He is one of the few I
enjoy just “dropping in” for a drink or just
a chat about what’s going on. He is an avid
bird watcher who has gotten me inter-
ested in this, but then I’m got him accli-
mated to traveling into wineries. He
watches while I sip. He is my built-in
chauffeur. He is just one of the more caring
guys I know, and I appreciate him more
than he will ever know.

I could go on and on but you all know
how much I care for Jeannie, Lance, Luther,
Gerry, BC Boy, Little John, TTT, Corey,
Michael, and so many others. They know
how I feel, and they know how much I care
for them. I am so lucky to have these
people in my life.

Sharing The Joy

I often wonder how Michael can go
home and not be totally “out of the
season altogether.” He is the man-

ager of the Rudolph Christmas Store com-
plex on Highland Road, and he is there for
you all year. This year has been a little
different as he took on extra work for his
boss that got him out of the store for the
first six months, but he is in full swing now.
The bells have been ringing constantly
since early summer, and he is often so
exhausted, he just crashes the minute he
gets home. With a loving relationship,
things are good for him. Mark is good for
him. He is a wonderful and faithful friend
who I simply adore. When you are out
getting your Christmas items, be sure to

[continued on 36]
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