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BOURBON-STRIP TEASE, 205 Bourbon
St.,  70130; 581.6633, bourbontease.com

THE HERB IMPORT COMPANY, 711 St.
Peter [in French Quarter], 525.4372; 5055 Canal
St. [near City Park Ave.], 488.4889

LA MINA STERLING, 840 Royal St.,
324.3423, laminasterling@gmail.com

PANDA BEAR, 415 Bourbon St., 529.8064
QUEEN FASHIONS, QueenFashions.COM
RAB DAB CLOTHING AND GIFTS,  918

Royal St., 525.6662
SERENDIPITOUS MASKS, 831 Decatur

St., 522.9158

spas
New Orleans, LA  [504]

B.BETTER DAY SPA & SALON, 5601
Tchoupitoulas St., 895.2760, bbetter.org

CLUB NEW ORLEANS, 515 Toulouse,
581.2402, www.the-clubs.com

FLEX NEW ORLEANS, 700 Baronne St.,
598.FLEX [3539]

SPA ATLANTIS PROFESSIONAL SPA &
SALON, 740 Gravier St., 566.8088,
SpaAtlantis.NET

tours
New Orleans, LA  [504]

SOUTHERN COMFORT TOURS,
400.9270, southerncomforttours@yahoo.com

STEAMBOAT NATCHEZ, Toulouse Street
Dock, 568.1401, SteamboatNatchez.COM

theatres
New Orleans, LA  [504]

LE PETIT THEATRE DU VIEUX CARRE,
616 St. Peter, 522.2081

MAHALIA JACKSON THEATRE OF PER-
FORMING ARTS, 801 N. Rampart, Armstrong
Park, mahaliajacksontheater.com, 525.1052

SOUTHERN REP THEATRE, Canal Place,
365 Canal St., 3rd Floor, 522.6545,
SouthernRep.COM

websites
CRESCENT CITY, CrescentCity.COM
GAY AMERICA, GayAmerica.COM
GAY AUSTIN, GayAustin.NET
GAY BARS, GayBars.COM
GAY PENSACOLA, GayPensacola.COM
OFFICIAL GAY EASTER PARADE, 828-A

Bourbon St., 70116-3137,  504.522.8049,
GayEasterParade.COM

OFFICIAL GAY MARDI GRAS, 828-A Bour-
bon St., 70116-3137, 504.522.8049,
GayMardiGras.COM

OFFICIAL GAY NEW ORLEANS, 828-A
Bourbon St., 70116-3137, 504.522.8049,
GayNewOrleans.COM

OFFICIAL SOUTHERN DECADENCE, 828-
A Bourbon St., 70116-3137, 504.522.8049,
SouthernDecadence.COM

by Chris Perkins, Lafayette, Louisiana
Email: keebler_6984@yahoo.com

allons acadiana

look at these lifeless trees and learn so
much about them.

Life has been said to be a learning
experience and you must first learn to be
able to grow, move-on and live, spring!
Every year plants, trees loose all that they
have and following the longest, coldest
winters, they all blossom and come back
with greener leaves and even fill out more
than they were the previous years.

When you take what life gives you, be
it a person, job, or even just a situation;
strip away all the pretty “leaves,” that keep
you from understanding what’s really go-
ing on and you will see everything you
need to know.  Just like the tree, it isn’t until
the leaves fall that we can see and learn
all about the tree, the leaves are just a
cover up, or front when you put it to life’s
little tangled webs.

To learn and grow from a situation,
one has to remove oneself from it, and by
that I simply mean to strip it down to what
it is, taking all the sugar coating off, leaves,
and exam the entire scenario.  Another
little thing that can help anyone from get-
ting caught up in a bad place, all those old
sayings that our parents tried to teach that
you never wanted to listen to, toss them up
into an equation you may have and you will
get the solution, yet again when you break
math down to its bare minimal then it is
easy to solve.

So this has turned out to be longer
than planned, but so are the many things
in life and you can’t just cut corners with it
nor sugar coat it to stop from hurting
someone’s feelings because ultimately
you become the person that gets hurt and
looses out.  Also, this is the time of year we
all take a step back to try again once the
clock strikes twelve, so take what you want
and here’s to sticking with those New Year
Resolutions!

Sound Factory and Jules invite you to
join them any time, seven days a week
there is something to be going on that will
make anyone’s night simply the best night
you could have. Jules Downtown has done
some remodeling that looks really nice,
so if for nothing else just take a pass to see
what all has been done and if there may be
more to come.  Sound Factory has many
things coming  for starters, Karaoke will
be moved to Wednesday’s and many other
things that you will want to be sure to know
what’s happening at the other end of down-
town!

Crystal’s in Lake Charles will also be
making some changes as the new year
rolls in.  So just be sure to head on down
to Crystal’s and see what they have
planned for you there.  It’s always good to
get away and party with new people.

So I will end this saying that I hope you
all have a very safe time, wish everyone a
joyous Christmas and a great and fabu-
lous New Year's!!!  Hope to see you all out
for the party of the year, the last party of the
year, New Year's Eve!!!

This time of year is a magical
time of year depending on how
you look at.  It’s cold, and usu-

ally has nasty weather throughout, so far
the most part this time of year is looked at
as a “dead”  time of year, and some people
tend to get slightly depressed.

Now let’s twist it from the norm, and
break it down to the basics that mother-
nature tries to teach us.  During the winter,
trees loose their leaves and become bar-
ren and on the outside would appear to be
dead, but it’s at this time of year that we can
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Cuz Diva is da female version of a
hustler @ Sound Factory

Joey & Keebler @ Sound Factory

I am going to need you to focus
@ Sound Factory

These are just the hottest ones @
Sound Factory, so there ya go

They agreed with us, lol,
@ Sound Factory

Such stunningly beautiful ladies
@ Sound Factory

The sisters appear to be wired
together @ Sound Factory...

Hey these guys were having a blast
@ Sound Factory...

And we made sure that they had a blast
as well @ Sound Factory

Buster doin' what he does best

Beverly with her ever warming smile
just welcoming you inside

@ Jules Downtown

Can I get a smile @ Jules Downtown?

Justin & Joe @ Jules Downtown

Steven n Drew @ Jules Downtown

Boys, boys, boys @ Jules Downtown...

Strike a pose lady, stun us with your
grace @ Jules Downtown

Give us your best smile
@ Jules Downtown

HGH, lol, @ Jules Downtown

Well according to my predictions,
that’s a hot mess right there

@ Jules Downtown

Now this is just one cute little couple
@ Jules Downtown

paparazzi
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hot tails of red stick

by Brad Benedict
Email: bradhottails@hotmail.com
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Jason & Lucinda

Charles, Hunter & Kelly

Jason

Stephanie Stevens

Terry

Patrick, Dann, Eric & Butch

Zoe Valentine

Miss Olympus 2009

Zoe & Maxie

Gia & Marsheya

paparazzi
alexandria

Nearly Christmas

I don’t like all the commercial as-
pects of the Christmas season,
but I guess it has always been this

way. After all, when we were youngsters,
I’m sure we made out wish lists and put
pressure on our parents to have Santa
deliver these items. I looked back through
my decorations this year, and even though
I didn’t put up a tree, I saw things from past
Christmas pleasures.

The most impressive items of my
collection are those Christmas ornaments
that have been in the family for nearly a
hundred years. They are fragile but so
beautiful. At one time, they hung on a pine
tree that came from our property, and the
snow was soap, something that so many
families used back then. The lights and
other decorations went on first, and then
the snow was placed delicately on the
limbs so as not to cover any of the lights or
ornaments. I suppose it doesn’t sound all
that beautiful, but it was.

Not only was it a beautiful sight, but
the electric trains, cowboy toys, and clothes
were all such a thrill to see under the tree.
I recall one year that after all the presents
were opened, we all got ready for bed. I
don’t know if I was disappointed or not, but
my dad came to my room after I had almost
fallen asleep and told me I didn’t finish
cleaning the living room and I had to get
back up and finish my chores. I’m sure I
was quite upset in having to do this, but
when I walked through the dining room
and looked into the living room, there was
a new bicycle by the Christmas tree. I
didn’t know whether to laugh or cry, and I
have to think that a smile came to my face.
I can recall to this day how I touched that
bike to make sure it was real.

So it was on that Christmas day of
long ago that I learned to ride my bike, and
again I recall that my dad, who wasn’t the
most patient person in the world, was
upset because I couldn’t keep from fall-
ing. I suppose he got tired of holding me
up, keeping me from hurting myself. I had
experienced that same attitude when he
tried to teach me how to swim. What he
lacked in patience he made up for in love,
something I didn’t realize at the time but
now that he is gone, I can look back and
see all the love that he had for me.

So at this Christmas season, think of
all the joys you have in life and all the loved
ones who care for you. That is really what
it all means, and that is why we leave
Christ in Christmas. It is a time of love and
togetherness, and we should all take pride
in what we have and how we can share
this feeling of the season with others.

Local Parties

The biggest social gathering of
the season for me and many
others takes place at the Tyler-

Possa Law Firm on Broussard. It is that
time of the year when John, Joe, Stephanie,
and all the employees reach out to their
friends and clients with a lavish Christ-
mas party. I can recall so many of these

taking place at Joe’s home, but they are
now held in the law offices. Just finding a
parking space within a few blocks is diffi-
cult. It’s as if the entire city turns out for
these festivities. The food is fantastic. The
people are great to be around. And every-
one gets to admire the outstanding beauty
of our most famous host, the fantastic
Possa man. It is always so nice to be
included in these annual events.

Splash had an outstanding gathering
last week which they termed “Customer
Appreciation Night.” That is exactly what it
was as everyone gathered to accept and
be a part of this annual tradition at one of
the Deep South’s major dance clubs. I
was going to be there the previous night,
and Cory asked me to wait a night so that
I could celebrate the season with them on
this special night. It was a smashing suc-
cess, and everyone enjoyed the camara-
derie of the gathering.

The tree wasn’t up at Hound Dogs
when I went by. If I understood correctly
from Joy, something melted on their regu-
lar tree so Kyle and James were off to their
place in Mississippi to obtain another
tree. I also learned that Johnny has moved
on to another career, so that means I need
to get back and do pictures of a couple of
new bartenders they have.

George’s was in the process of being
decorated when I stopped in last week. I
got some nice (long) hugs from my beau-
tiful Luther. My goodness! My heart was
racing with excitement. Andy was busy
getting things ready for customers, and
Mark was their first one of the day. Chansley
was in fine form and eager to see what
pictures I had used in Ambush.

Lea had a fabulous private party at his
home too. This sexy stud works at the
nursery over on Perkins Road and is an-
other of those good huggers. He was
exhausted from all the work at the nursery
and the preparations for the party, but
everything came off perfectly. It was a great
gathering of friends.

Coming up this week is the annual
party taking place at Sam’s home. I can’t
recall how many trees he has up this year,
but I know that there are at least a half
dozen – different colors, separate themes,
and all positioned so nicely around the hot
tub built into his lovely party room. Patrick,
who used to manage Hibiscus Bookstore,
was the decorator. In fact, I picked up Sam
for our theater outing, and we left Patrick
working on the trees. I’ll do some pictures
after the party this weekend and pass
them along for you all to see. Maybe I can
get a group pic of all the cute young studs
that will be in attendance.

There were numerous other parties
and activities for everyone to enjoy. The
best outdoor function was the lighting of
the Christmas tree in the downtown area.
The weather had canceled it the previous
week, and it almost canceled it the follow-
ing weekend. It was cold, but that didn’t
stop the enthusiasm of all those in atten-
dance. North Boulevard is all decorated

[continued on 37]
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