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[continued on 13]
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THE ALBEE PROJECT in association
with Four Humours Theater. The show
will be presented at The Shadowbox
Theatre, 2400 St. Claude, at St. Roch,
on Thursdays-Saturdays, through Feb-

ruary 26. All performances are at 8pm.
In a stylish bedroom, an enterpris-

ing young lawyer, known only as C, has
been sent to sort out the finances of an
elderly client, A, who is under the care
of a middle-aged nurse, the cynical B.
More than money gets examined as
the manipulative and imperious old
woman’s life is laid out in all its charm-
ing and vicious glory. A soon has a
stroke and is put to bed; when her look-
alike enters, it becomes clear that A, B,
and C are the same woman at different
stages of life. The threesome discuss
her calculated marriage to a tiny, one-

eyed man; his infidelities and her retal-
iatory affair; and her cold if dutiful son.
A force unto the end, A concludes that
life’s happiest moment is when you can
finally say you are finished.

Compelling and heartrending,
Three Tall Women is “a
dazzler...worthy of mention in
the same breath as Who’s
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? and
A Delicate Balance” (Wall
Street Journal). “Best Plays”
called this winner of the 1994
Pulitzer Prize a “welcome
showcase for actresses...a
play not of plot but of nuance,
Albee being more interested
in how time and experience
change our voices.”

Albee’s play - much more
than just an attempt to come
to terms with the memory of

his mother, who never accepted his
homosexuality - has as its strongest
theme the way an individual’s perspec-
tive on aging changes as he or she gets
older. By depicting a woman at three
different stages of her life, Albee clev-
erly juxtaposes very different perspec-
tives, with intrigue and bitter humor.

Tickets are $15 general admis-
sion, $12 seniors and students w/ID.
Contact us through our website
www.silkdressproductions.com, by
email at
silkdressproductions@gmail.com or
504.931.8297. All performances in-
clude appetizers from The Gris Gris
Lab/Food Justice.

THE ALBEE PROJECT, as a se-
ries, looks past easy labels to discover
the humanity, and divinity, within diffi-
cult personalities. Watch for further
exploration with Who’s Afraid of Vir-
ginia Woolf? in May, and Tiny Alice in
October.

Exhibits at Longue Vue

Longue Vue House and Gar-
dens, which is accredited by
the AAM, features exhibits

that further its mission to preserve and
use the historical and artistic legacy of
Longue Vue and its creators to edu-
cate and inspire people to pursue
beauty and civic responsibility in their
lives.

All That Glitters: Carnival Jew-
elry from the Golden Age runs through
March 13. All That Glitters, a fabulous
treasure-trove of Carnival jewelry from
the Golden Age, the dazzling period
from the late 19th century to 1930,
runs through March 13.  This glittering
exhibit, which includes Rex crowns,
scepters, and ducal badges, Comus
cups, and numerous krewe and court
favors, is guest curated by Henri
Schindler, Carnival historian and de-
signer.

Untitled #6209 by Eric Dallimore
closes on February 28. Stroll the
grounds of Longue Vue House and
Gardens to view artist Eric Dallimore’s
sculpture, Untitled #6209. The piece,

crafted largely of found wood, is fea-
tured on the East Lawn as part of a
project commissioned by the Arts Coun-
cil of New Orleans with support from
the Joan Mitchell Foundation.

View both exhibits with paid ad-
mission to Longue Vue. Contact Longue
Vue at 504.488.5488 or
info@longuevue.com for more infor-
mation.

Harrah's Presents MC
Hammer for One Show
Only Feb. 25

Harrah’s New Orleans is
proud to present platinum
recording artist MC Ham-

mer for one show only at Harrah’s
Theatre, Friday, Feb. 25 at 10pm.

Hammer is best known for his hit
songs “U Can’t Touch This” and “2
Legit 2 Quit,” along with his flashy
dance moves and trademark Hammer
pants.

Hammer’s rise to fame began with
the release of his 1987 album Feel My
Power. The album gained attention of
recording moguls at Capital Records
which contracted Hammer a reported
record-breaking advance for a rap art-
ists at that time. Hammer’s first album
after under his new contract, Let’s Get
it Started, sold more than three million
copies and his 1990’s follow-up album,
Please Hammer, Don’t Hurt ‘Em, sold
more than 20 million copies worldwide.

His career as a world-class enter-
tainer is validated by a number of
awards, including Grammy Awards,
American Music Awards, The People’s
Choice Award, Image Award, the pres-
tigious Billboard “Diamond Award” and
The International Album of the Year
award.

Tickets are on sale now at
www.ticketmaster.com or by calling
Ticketmaster at 1.800.745.3000.

Things get jazzy every Thursday
from 6 – 9pm at the live Jazz Happy
Hours inside Harrah’s Masquerade.
This free and open to the public event
features some of the best local jazz
New Orleans has to offer including
Tonya Boyd-Cannon on February 3,
BRW on February 10, Real Love on
February 17 and Gina Brown & Anutha
Level on February 24.

More information about entertain-
ment at Harrah’s New Orleans is avail-
able at www.harrahsneworleans.com.

Barkus XIX: A Broadway
Tail Feb. 27

The Krewe of Barkus hits the
streets Sunday, February
27, as A BROADWAY TAIL!

Barkus Brings Down The House.
Join in the fun near Armstrong Park
and Celebrate 19 years of tailwagging!
Parade Pawty at Orleans and N. Ram-
part runs 10:30am-till with music, food,
drink, hilarious fun and the Costume
Promenade of Royal Court.

Barkus Parade rolls promptly at
2pm (starts at Orleans and N. Rampart
and proceeds thru the French Quarter)

All pets must be registered. Regis-
tration is available online at
Barkus.ORG or by fax 504.255.0239.
Download Barkus 2011 Registration
Form for all information needed.

For more information email
info@barkus.org.The parade benefits
many charities. The Mystic Krewe of
Barkus is a non-profit organization
founded by Wood Enterprises.

Orpheus Celebrity
Monarch Jennifer
Coolidge to Appear for
Trevor Project Brunch
Benefit at Bourbon Pub
& Parade

On Monday, March 7th, Bour
bon Pub owner Sandy
Sachs will host a Celebrity

Brunch benefiting The Trevor Project
with Krewe of Orpheus Celebrity Mon-
arch Jennifer Coolidge from 11am-
1pm, prior to the Krewe of Orpheus
Mardi Gras 2011 Parade that after-
noon.

Benefit brunch tickets ($35.00) are
available online at
www.thetrevorproject.org and the door;
VIP tickets ($50.00) include a meet &
greet and photo opportunity with
Coolidge and just added dance music
legend Taylor Dayne. Catering will be
provided courtesy of Diamond Jacks
Casinos. Proceeds benefit The Trevor
Project.

Said Sachs, “I’m very excited to
not only be hosting Trevor’s benefit
brunch at the Bourbon Pub & Parade,
but also to be working with all the great

Jane Catalanello McNulty, Mary Pauley,
Jennifer Growden in Three Tall Women
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community organizations that make the city a better
place.”

The Trevor Project is determined to end suicide
among LGBTQ youth by providing life-saving and
life-affirming resources including a nationwide 24/7
crisis intervention lifeline, a digital community and
advocacy/educational programs that create a safe,
supportive and positive environment for everyone.

Said Trevor Executive Director Charles Robbins,
“We are honored to be a beneficiary of this event and
look forward to expanding our visibility in the South
which will support our efforts to save young lives.”

Citywide community sponsors of the Bourbon
Pub’s Trevor Project benefit include: Krewe of
Orpheus; Human Rights Campaign; NO/AIDS Task
Force; PFLAG (New Orleans); MardiGras.com;
NOLA.com; Project Lazarus; Ambush Magazine
and the LGBT Community Center.

All of this is part of a busy week’s schedule,

Jennifer Coolidge

celebrating one of the
world’s most incredible
parties at the Bourbon
Pub & Parade which will
rock non-stop from
Thursday, all the way
through Fat Tuesday with
superstar DJs, dancers
and spectacular enter-
tainment.

Weekend Party
Passes and VIP Party
passes are on sale now.
(Trevor benefit NOT in-
cluded).

Regular Weekend
Passes are $60 and in-
clude: entrance to Pub
events Thursday through
Sunday; Welcome Cock-
tail; and complimentary
Sunday Mimosas (10am-
12noon).Taylor Dayne

VIP Weekend Passes are $100
for: VIP entrance: Thursday through
Tuesday;  Welcome Cocktail; VIP Open
Bar Cocktail Party Friday Night (9-
11pm); Complimentary Sunday Mimo-

sas (10am-12noon, upstairs at Parade);
Balcony Access on Fat Tuesday and
VIP Gift Bag.   $4 charge added to
online purchase.
www.bourbonpub.com.
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trodding the boards

by Brian Sands
      Email: bsnola2@hotmail.com

Cat’s-Paw at the Shadowbox Theater
through Feb. 18

Suicide bombers, urban terrorism, ecological despoliation, manipula-
tion of the media all come into play in William Mastrosimone’s Cat’s-
Paw. Sound familiar? Perhaps. But consider that this drama was

written in 1986. Might everything old be new again? Or do some things, sadly,
never go out of fashion?

In Cat’s-Paw, David Darling (Michael Harkins), a low level EPA official, has

been kidnapped by
The People’s Guard
(TPG), a group using
terrorist tactics to ad-
vance their noble con-
cerns about the envi-
ronment. After 20+
days in confinement,
Darling’s plight is no
longer headline news.
Hoping to gain front
page status again, Vic-
tor (Michael Aaron
Santos), the TPG’s
leader, has negotiated
for TV news reporter
Jessica Lyons (Ashley

Ricord) to meet him in the TPG’s hideout for an
exclusive interview. With Darling and Cathy (Rebecca
Laborde), a TPG lieutenant, as pawns, Victor and
Lyons play a cat-and-mouse game as each wants to
control the message to be broadcast.

As in his best known play Extremities,
Mastrosimone knows how to create dramatic situa-
tions; one’s attention never flags throughout the taut
give-and-take. Yet too much of Cat’s-Paw feels manu-
factured—coincidences strain credulity, details don’t
add up, some of the plot’s contrivances seem piled on
while others can be seen coming from miles away.

Mark Routhier’s assured direction, however,
makes this mishigas almost persuasive. Under
Routhier’s extremely well-paced, smooth as silk guid-
ance, InSideOut Productions’ Cat’s-Paw is not unlike
a roller coaster ride that starts out slowly and acceler-
ates into a rush of in-the-moment excitement that
one’s brain thinks through logically only afterwards.

Despite being a tad too young for Jessica, Ricord
radiates a sublime naturalness as a journalist who’s
been around; she even reminded me of a broadcaster
friend of mine. Ricord’s Jessica was tough, for sure,
but also capable of revealing a not-yet-hardened heart;
especially wonderful is the way she keeps you from
knowing whether she’s bluffing or not.

Though one wishes he was given more to do,
Harkins is very good as an average Joe bureaucrat
who finds himself in an untenable position, uncomfort-
ably forced to explain past actions that he may have
been only partly responsible for.

Santos, as usual, gives a confident performance,
allowing Victor’s messianic streak to emerge subtly
and not being afraid to reveal that this would-be do-
gooder might just be a smooth-talking coward. But at
times Santos’ Victor comes off as a little too rational;
one could imagine him allowing his screws to be a bit
looser, perhaps adding a touch of Tucson’s Jared
Loughner to the characterization. Still, one can’t help
but enjoy a baddie who negotiates over the nomencla-
ture by which he’ll be described preferring “low level
proxy guerilla warfare” to “terrorism.”

Laborde is emotionally transparent and does her
best but is saddled with the most ridiculous role. One
wishes Mastrosimone had invested his putative terror-
ists with as great a depth of characterization as he did
this play’s reporter and bureaucrat or the touching
couple in his more successful The Woolgatherer,
InSideOut’s Ambie Award-winning drama of 2006.

Regardless of my reservations, Cat’s-Paw is an
admirable and thought-provoking production; it’s clear
that the InSideOut-ers have an affinity for
Mastrosimone. If only the playwright had captured
more of the moral, emotional, and political complexi-
ties that one can find by turning on the TV these days...

[continued on 16]

Michael Harkins, Michael Aaron Santos & Ashley
Ricord in Cat’s-Paw
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