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obituary

Pat "Estelle" Ritter
July 7, 1956-Feb. 19, 2014

Rest in peace Pat “Estelle” Ritter,
2001 Southern Decadence Grand Mar-
shal XXIX who passed away unexpect-
edly on Feb. 19, 2014. He led the 28th
Southern Decadence Parade with Co-
Grand Marshals Bianca Del Rio and
“Big” Rick Thomas. It was the first and
only time three grand marshals have
led the parade celebrating their theme
- “Menage a Trois;” with colors - purple,
pink and red; and “Lady Marmalade”
as the chosen song. (Photo courtesy of
www.SouthernDecadence.com)

The family is in the process of
making arrangements for a memorial
and celebration of life to occur after
Mardi Gras. Ambush will keep you
posted.

KCQ VI: The Czarina, the late Chris-
tine Cheridon/1999

KCQ VII: Sex Goddess, Stephanie
Williams/2000

KCQ VIII: The Peacock Queen,
Phyllis Denmark/2001

KCQ IX: The Freedom Queen, Lisa
Beaumann/2002

KCQ X: The Voodoo Queen, Teryl-
Lynn Foxx/2003

KCQ XII: The Amazon Queen, Sa-
vanna DeLorean/2005

KCQ XIII: The Diamond Queen,
Raven Kennedy/2006

KCQ XIV: The Fantasy Queen,
Princesse Stephaney/2007

KCQ XV: The Fleur de Lis Queen,
Marsha Naquin-Delain/2008

KCQ XVI: The Grandee Queen,
Tami Tarmac/2009

KCQ XVII: The Parisian Queen,
Opal Masters/2010

KCQ XVIII: The Chrysthemum
Queen, Rona Conners/2011

KCQ XIX: The Samba Queen,
Nicole DuBois/2012

KCQ XX: The Platinum Queen,
Dusty Debris/2013

Visit www.GayMardiGras.com/
KCQ for additional information.

Gay Mardi Gras Season
in Full Swing

From fabulous balls and parties, to
spectacular events, it's here for all to
enjoy. All of the balls are by invitation
with  balcony seats available for pur-
chase when available.
(www.GayMardiGras.com)

The remaining schedule includes:
Friday, Feb. 28th ~9pm-12mid-

night, Friday Night Before Mardi Gras
Extravaganza XV, Audubon Tea Room,
New Orleans

~9pm-2am, Lords of Leather pre-
sents Night of the Black Mask Beer
Bust, Phoenix/Eagle, Elysian Fields @
N. Rampart, New Orleans

Saturday, March 1st ~9pm, Krewe
of Armeinius Bal Masque XLVI,
Frederick J. Sigur Civic Center,
Chalmette

Sunday, March 2nd ~8pm, Lords
of Leather Bal Masque XXXI, Frederick
J. Sigur Civic Center, Chalmette

MARDI GRAS (Fat Tuesday),
March 4th ~12noon, 50th Annual Bour-
bon Street Awards, Oz, Corner of St.
Ann at 800 Bourbon St.

~2pm - 27th Annual Official Gay
Mardi Gras Bead Toss led by King
Cake Queen XXI of Gay Mardi Gras
Barbara Ella, Ambush Headquarters
Balcony, 828 Bourbon St.

Lambda Legal Files
Federal Lawsuit Against
Louisiana Insurers for
Dumping People with
HIV including BCBS

Lambda Legal filed a federal class
action discrimination lawsuit in U.S.
District Court for the Middle District of
Louisiana against BlueCross BlueShield
of Louisiana (BCBS), which will no
longer accept the federally-funded pre-
mium subsidies that enable low-income
Louisianans living with HIV to purchase
health insurance. Two other insurers
included as defendants—Louisiana
Health Cooperative and Vantage Health
Plan—are also following the lead of
Louisiana’s largest insurer, BCBS.
Lambda Legal is seeking an emer-
gency injunction to force all three de-
fendants to accept the premium pay-
ments and to provide health insurance
until the lawsuit is heard.

“The situation is urgent. Refusing
federal funds that provide life-saving
care to people living with HIV could
potentially affect thousands of low-
income Louisiana residents,” said Scott
Schoettes, HIV Project Director at
Lambda Legal. “This discriminatory
policy keeps low-income people living
with HIV off of BlueCross BlueShield’s
insurance rolls, perpetuating the delib-
erate insurance industry practice of
denying coverage to those living with
HIV that the Affordable Care Act was
designed to reverse. Continuous cov-
erage is critical for people living with

the "official" dish ...from 4 HIV.  The health care crisis these insur-
ers have created must be stopped.”

Lambda Legal filed today’s lawsuit
on behalf of John East, a part-time
worker in the hospitality industry, and
other low-income Louisianans living with
HIV. East, a 59-year-old New Orleans
man insured by BCBS for nearly 30
years, learned in mid-January that
BCBS would no longer accept the fed-
eral Ryan White subsidies for which he
qualifies. Without the subsidies, East
will not be able to afford his medical
care and HIV medications. Lambda
Legal’s lawsuit follows earlier efforts—
including complaints filed with the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices Office of Civil Rights—to per-
suade the insurers to continue accept-
ing federal Ryan White premium subsi-
dies. The New Orleans AIDS Task
Force is assisting in this advocacy.

“I couldn’t believe it when I was told
BCBS would no longer accept my Ryan
White insurance subsidies,” East said.
“What am I supposed to do now? I’ve
been with BCBS for 29 years. I paid my
premiums that whole time, and now
they are finding a way to dump me just
because I’m living with HIV. I need
these medications to stay healthy, so
that I can continue to work and contrib-
ute to my community.”

The Louisiana Ryan White Health
Insurance Program is a federally-funded
program that functions as the payer of
last resort, helping low-income indi-
viduals living with HIV purchase health
insurance they could not otherwise af-
ford. Beginning this month, BCBS of
Louisiana abruptly stopped accepting
Ryan White premium subsidies, from
current policyholders and new enroll-
ees alike. Lambda Legal sent a letter to
BCBS of Louisiana on January 27,
2014, asking that the insurance pro-
vider reverse its policy change and
resume accepting Ryan White premium
subsidies or explain the rationale for its
abrupt and harmful policy shift. Lambda
Legal requested a response by Janu-
ary 30, 2014, but BCBS of Louisiana
never responded.

Lambda Legal attorneys Kenneth
Upton, Scott Schoettes and Susan
Sommer are handling the case, joined
by pro-bono co-counsel Jeffrey J.
Bushofsky, Timothy R. Farrell, Amanda
R. Phillips, and Anthony C. Biagioli of
Ropes & Gray LLP; and Harry
Rosenberg of Phelps Dunbar LLP.
AIDSLaw of Louisiana is also assisting
with advocacy in this matter.

The case is East v. BlueCross
BlueShield of Louisiana.

Hattiesburg Passes
Resolution Recognizing
LGBT Residents

Hattiesburg, Mississippi unani-
mously passed a resolution recogniz-
ing the dignity and worth of all city
residents – including those who are
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender

(LGBT). Hattiesburg is the second Mis-
sissippi municipality to pass such a
resolution in the past month, with the
city of Starkville taking similar action
last month.

Human Rights Campaign President
Chad Griffin issued the following state-
ment:

“Amid a growing number of victo-
ries for equality across the country, city
leaders in Hattiesburg tonight chose to
send a powerful message to their resi-
dents that all people are worthy of
dignity and respect. When local lead-
ers like Mayor Johnny DuPree and
members of the city council affirm the
inherent value of LGBT people, they
are affecting profound change that will
improve lives. While we still have work
ahead of us, there’s no question that
equality is marching forward and atti-
tudes are changing in Mississippi faster
than we’ve seen ever before.”

“Hattiesburg is a community that is
strongest when all of our residents feel
they can live openly and safely,” said
Hattiesburg Mayor Johnny DuPree. “We
draw our strength from our diversity –
our different backgrounds, our differ-
ent talents, our different passions. I’d
like to thank the city council for joining
me tonight in making this very important
resolution a reality.”

Public opinion on equality in Missis-
sippi is far ahead of law in the state. A
poll conducted last summer found that
nearly 60 percent of Mississippians
under the age of 30 support marriage
equality, while  64 percent of residents
back workplace non-discrimination pro-
tections for LGBT employees.

The Human Rights Campaign is
America’s largest civil rights organiza-
tion working to achieve lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender equality. By
inspiring and engaging all Americans,
HRC strives to end discrimination
against LGBT citizens and realize a
nation that achieves fundamental fair-
ness and equality for all.

NFL Draft Prospect
Michael Sam
Announces "He Is Gay"

GLAAD, the nation’s lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) me-
dia advocacy organization, responded
to Southeastern Conference (SEC)
Division I football player Michael Sam’s
announcement that he is gay.

”By rewriting the script for count-
less young athletes, Michael has dem-
onstrated the leadership that, along
with his impressive skills on the field,
makes him a natural fit for the NFL,”
said GLAAD President Sarah Kate Ellis.
“With acceptance of LGBT people ris-
ing across our coasts — in our schools,
churches, and workplaces — it’s clear
that America is ready for an openly gay
football star.”

Sam was a defensive end for Mizzou

[continued on 18]
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